
 
THE 2020 DR PORTER CLASSIC & 2021 COLONIAL CLASSIC 

VIDEO TIP SHEET  -  AS OF 10/1/2020 
 

CAMERA / LENS RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
A. DSLR or video camera (Recommended) 

a. 18mm to 55mm lens (this is often the standard lens on a DSLR)  OR  24mm to 75mm lens 
b. Do Not use multiple focal points in your viewfinder to insure the camera stays in focus on the 

skaters. With multiple focal points active it increases the chance of the camera refocusing on 
the boards behind the group skating. 

B. Iphone/ipad or comparable android phone or tablet preferably with wide angle video lens and at least 
720p at 30fps (Make sure you check the camera settings before filming) 

 

VIDEO LOCATION AND HEIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
A. Center rink 8 to 9 rows (high enough to minimize top of glass in video) 
B. Center rink on a platform or ladder to give the height closer to the boards if you cannot get 8 to 9 rows 

back 
C. Blue line 8 to 9 rows up 
D. Blue line on a platform or ladder 

 

VIDEO FILE MANAGEMENT 
 

 
A. Format – Video must be high or recognizable resolution, .MOV or .MP4 File Formats only. Please 

use720 or 1080p no need for 4k videos to minimize file size. Technical panel will determine any videos 
that are deemed “unreviewable”.  

B. Files MUST be the original file from the camera.  Using a video file that was sent to you via text or 
email, or opening the file in any editing software can significantly reduce the video resolution.  

C. Video submissions will not contain any editing, splicing and must be recorded from one angle.  
D. Any videos that are deemed edited will be automatically disqualified and no refunds given.  
E. If possible, without affecting the quality of the video, please name your file “team name_division.MOV 

or team name_division.MP4 ” so we can identify it. 



 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 
 

 
A. At the start of your program, please have your captain or coach announce the name of the team, team 

division and if it is a short program or free skate.  
B. Your goal is to get most of the team most of the time.  Now that most elements are required to take ½ 

the ice you should be able to get these elements in your video.  
C. Make sure all the lights are on in the rink.  Most rinks will not keep all the lights on so you will need to 

arrange with the rink to have the lights on when you are videoing your program. 
D. While the skaters and camera are moving it may cause motion blur. Camera should pause for a split 

second from panning as the team is crossing through or intersecting to limit the blur to give the judges a 
clear view of the  pass. Zooming in or out can have the same effect so avoid zooming at key parts in 
your program. 

E. Please record in landscape mode (not vertical). 
F. Skaters should wear their competition attire or matching team gear as they would in a standard 

competition. We don’t expect you to go out and purchase brand new team outfits, but would like to help 
set the tone that this is a video that will be presented to a panel of judges, and will help the skaters to 
be in a competitive mindset as a practice run for the competition season. 

G. Do your best to make sure the music is loud enough for the officials to hear when they replay the 
videos during the judging process. We recommend you turn up the music when you record the program 
being skated on the ice.  

ELEMENT SPECIFIC GUIDELINES 
 

 
General:  Do not attempt to zoom in on individual skater(s) faces or feet/skates.  The goal is to capture 
all 16 skaters from head to blade during the elements and transitions.  Some leeway is given for 
transitions as there are no ice restrictions. 
 

A. Angled Intersection 
While zoomed out, follow one line keeping the end of the line at the edge of your view.  As the lines 
move together the second line will begin to show in the view.  When both lines are in view you can then 
zoom in as needed to capture the rotations prior to the Pi.  Here is an example: (link to video) 
 

B. Moves 
Capture all fm’s starting with the spirals and their features. Maximum zoom out to half ice, keeping all 
skaters in view as much as possible to evaluate all fm’s. 

 
C. Rotating Circle, Rotating Wheel, Synchronized Spin 

Capture all skaters in the shape or formation. Center the element within view. 
 

D. No Hold, Traveling Circle, Traveling Wheel, Block, and any Artistic Elements 
Capture all skaters in the shape or formation and follow the formation as the element moves across the 
ice.  

 
E. Group Lift 



It is not necessary to capture all Lifts in the transition or preparation. Focus on two Lifts and then when 
all four Lifts are in view, zoom in or out as needed.  Do not zoom in on the lifted skater only, or just one 
lift. Panels will need to view all four Lifts for the difficult entry and exits. 
 

F. Pair Element 
Capture all pairs so timing and unison can be evaluated, including any difficult entry or exit features. 

 
G. Creative Element 

Capture all movements and fe’s - adjust zoom as necessary 
 

H. Collapsing Intersections 
Center all skaters in view during approach and through the Pi and exit phase. 

 

CONTACTS 
 

 
For general event questions, please contact our event chairs at: 
 

Dr. Porter Classic - Co-Chairs Larry Ward 
Mary Reilly 

ljward@umich.edu 
mareilly@ameritech.net 

Colonial Classic - Chair Heather Plotkin events@colonialfsc.com 
 

For questions related to the videotaping or camera specs, please contact: 
 

Videotaping / Camera Specs Anthony Iarriccio aiarriccio@teamimagesynchro.com 
 

Chief Referee Contact Information: 
 

Dr. Porter Classic - Chief Referee Karen Wolanchuk sk8judge@yahoo.com 

Colonial Classic - Chief Referee Robin Greenleaf robin.s.greenleaf@gmail.com 
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